Host-phage relationships in the genus Mycobacterium and their clinical significance.
Progress made during the last 15 years in the studies on the relationships between mycobacteria and their bacteriophages is reviewed. The basic biology of the phages and the applications of studies on adaptation and host range are discussed in relation to the development of phage typing systems for epidemiological purposes. The nature of lysogeny, its natural occurrence, its experimental establishment, the effect of the lysogenic state on the host bacterium and the evidence that lysogenic mycobacteria are involved in human disease, especially sarcoidosis, is reviewed.